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BABYLON IS FALLEN
written in the book of life of the Lamb slain from the
foundation of the world") (Revelation 13-18). Through the
world council of churches, through the "tongue"
movement, and other means, protestantism will go back to
Rome. They will adopt the worship of the beast's power.
Included in the second angels message is the call of the
angel of Revelation 18 "And I heard another voice from
heaven saying, come out of her, my people, that ye be not
partakers of her sins and that ye receive not of her
plagues." (Revelation 18:4) We have reached an exciting
place in the lessons, where we are going to be looking at the
wine of Babylon, and the third angel's message, which gives
the warning against worshipping the beast, against
worshipping his image, against receiving the mark of his
name, and finally, identifying God's saints, the people of
God who will carry these three messages to the ends of the
earth. (Revelation 14:8-12) Many issues are involved in the •
three angels' messages, and now is the time they are to go to
every nation, kindred, tongue and people. Those who study
and understand them are to be the instruments by which
these messages are to be carried to the ends of the earth.
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"Babylon is Fallen"
What can you do about it?
Which barriers stand in the way of your fully accepting Scripture and it's application to both modern worship and history?
In the spaces below, list five common reasons or barriers preventing modern man from applying Scriptural teachings and
truths to his current life. After each barrier, suggest possible ways for overcoming each one.
5. •
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fornication, and the kings of the earth have committed
fornicatjon with her, and the merchants of the earth are
waxed rich through the abundance of her delicacies."
(Revelation 18:1-3) The judgment of Babylon, "that great
city," is given in Revelation 18:9-19.
The city of Babylon has often been identified with Rome.
In Revelation we have these points of identification: "And
here is the mind which hath wisdom, the seven heads are
seven mountains on which the woman sitteth." "And the
ten horns which thou sawest are ten kings which have
received no kingdom as yet; but receive power as kings one
hour with the beast." "And he saith unto me, the waters
which thou sawest, where the whore sitteth, are peoples,
and multitudes, and nations, and tongues." "And the
woman which thou sawest is that great city, which reigneth
over the kings of the earth." (Revelation 17:9, 12, 15, 18)
These points of identification emerge: (1) The woman
represents a city which is located on seven hills. Rome is the
famous seven-hilled city. (2) The woman is a city which
reigned with the ten divisions of the Roman Empire,
represented by the ten horns. "And the ten horns which
thou sawest are ten kings." (Revelation 17: 12) This means
that this was a city state, recognized as a worldwide power
among kings. (3) This city had worldwide power because it
ruled over peoples and multitudes and nations and tongues.
And finally (4) this city reigned over kings of the earth. Rome
is the only city whose ruler crowned the great emperors of
the past, such as Charlamagne, Henry IVth, John IVth of
England, and other monarchs.
The Daughters of Babylon
In Bible prophecy, a woman represents a church, and the
harlot of Revelation 17 is contrasted with the pure woman of
Revelation 12, showing the conflict between fallen
Christianity and that which remains true to its leader, Jesus
Christ. Fallen Christianity is divided into many parts, while
the true followers of Jesus are united together into what
Jesus called "one fold". (John 10:16) Fallen Christianity
"mothered" other religious groups or denominations. "And
upon her forehead was a name written, MYSTERY,
BABYLON, THE GREAT, THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS
AND ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH." (Revelation
17:5) If she was the mother of harlots, then she has
daughters, which are other religious groups which share the
same confusion of Bible doctrine which the mother had.
Daniel, the companion prophetic book of Revelation,
describes this same mysterious power in these words: "And
Thus far in this series of studies we have dwelt on the First
Angel's Message of Revelation 14:6,7. In this lesson we will
move onto the Second Angel. "And there followed another
angel, saying, Babylon is fallen, is fallen, that great city,
because she made all nations drink of the wine of the wrath
of her fornication." (Revelation 14:8) Although this is the
shortest of the Three Angels' Messages, there is much
involved in this verse.
Babylon means confusion and the origin of the word can
be traced back to the Tower of Babel. "Therefore is the
name of it called Babel; because the Lord did there
confound the language of all the earth: and from thence did
the Lord scatter them abroad upon the face of all the earth."
(Genesis 11:9) To the ancients, Babel meant, "gateway to
God." The word el at the end of Babel is the word for God,
such as is found in Emanuel, which is translated "God (el) is
with us." (Matthew 1:23) God changed the meaning of the
word from "gateway to God" to "confusion", by confusing
the language of all the people.
The word is carried on into the New Testament with the
Greek ending, on in the term Babylon. "And there came
one of the seven angels which had the seven vials, and
talked with me, saying unto me, come hither; I will show
unto thee the judgment of the great whore that sitteth upon
many waters: With whom the kings of the earth have
committed fornication, and the inhabitants of the earth
have been made drunk with the wine of her fornication. So
he carried me away in the spirit into the wilderness: And I
saw a woman sit upon a scarlet colored beast, full of names
of blasphemy, having seven heads and ten horns. And the
woman was arrayed in purple and scarlet color, and decked
with gold and precious stones and pearls, having a golden
cup in her hand full of abominations and filthiness of her
fornication: And upon her forehead was a name written,
MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND ABOMINATIONS OF
THE EARTH." (Revelation 17:1-5) The term Babylon
symbolizes the spiritual confusion that is in the world today
and in the religious sense, the term Babylon means
"confusion of doctrine."
"And after these things I saw another angel come down
from heaven, having great power; and the earth was
lightened with his glory. And he cried mightily with a strong
voice, saying, Babylon the great is fallen, is fallen, and is
become the habitation of devils and the hold of every foul
spirit, and a cage of every unclean and hateful bird. For all
nations have drunk of the wine of the wrath of her
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the king shall do according to his will; and he shall exalt
himself, and magnify himself above every God, and shall
speak marvelous things against the God of gods and shall
prosper till the indignation be accomplished: For that that is
determined shall be done. Neither shall he regard the God
of his fathers, nor the desire of women, nor regard any god:
for he shall magnify himself above all. But in his estate shall
he honor the God of forces and a God whom his fathers
knew not shall he honor with gold, and silver, and with
precious stones, and pleasant things. Thus shall he do in the
most strongholds with a strange God, whom he shall
acknowledge and increase with glory: And he shall cause
them to rule over many, and shall divide the land for gain."
(Daniel 11:36-39) During the early history of the Christian
church, doctrine was confused. "And an host was given him
against the daily sacrifice by reason of transgression, and it
cast down the truth to the ground; and it practiced and
prospered." (Daniel 8: 12)
Daniel says further regarding the great city of Rome:
"And the ten horns out of this kingdom are ten kings that
shall arise: and another shall rise after them; and h~ shall be
diverse from the first, and he shall subdue three kings. And
he shall speak great words against the most High, and shall
wear out the saints of the most High, and think to change
times and laws: And they shall be given into his hand until a
time and times and the dividing of time." (Daniel 7:24,25)
The Second Angel's Message is this "Babylon is fallen, is
fallen, that great city, because she made all nations drink of
the wine of the wrath of her fornication." (Revelation 14:8)
Babylon's fall has three aspects. First, a spiritual fall;
second, a moral fall; third, the literal, or physical fall which
takes place at the Second Coming of Jesus Christ. As Jesus
has not come by the time of the First Angel's Message, the
message is that "Babylon is fallen, is fallen." She has already
fallen spiritually and morally and in the future, she will
experience the literal fall that comes at the close of the age
with the return of Jesus Christ in the clouds of glory.
To understand the message of the Second Angel, it is
necessary to review briefly the history of the church from
the time of Christ down to the time that the Second Angel's
Message was to go forward to every nation and kindred and
tongue and people.
History of the Church
The most powerful force in all the world is a prophecy
whose time has come. And in every age, no matter how
dark, God has had His faithful witnesses who have
recognized and declared the fulfillment of Bible prophecy.
These were men of faith, deep students of Bible prophecy,
men who recognized where they stood in God's great
prophetic time table.
Jesus said, concerning the prophecies of Daniel, "Whoso
readeth, let him understand." (Matthew 24: 15) God's
people are not to be ignorant concerning the prophecies,
but they are to study them, and "understand" them. Yet, we
are not to dogmatize concerning unfulfilled prophecy, for
Jesus said again, "And now I have told you before it come to
pass, that, when it is come to pass, ye might believe." (John
14:29, see also John 16:4) Here Jesus has given us an
important principle of interpretation: The prophecy is to be
understood when the time for fulfillment has come. And this
principle is demonstrated over and over again in the annals
of sacred history.
In II Thessalonians 2:3-10, Paul gives an exposition of the
prophecies of Daniel 7 and 8 and adds, "Ye know what
withholdeth." Paul was referring to the pagan Roman
Empire, for it was to be among the 10 divisions of this empire
that the antichrist was to rise. And in Revelation 12, 13, 17,
18, we have the complete unfolding of the prophecies of
Daniel. Daniel and Revelation should be studied together.
For through these two prophets, God has outlined the
entire history of nations, races, and peoples to the end of •
time.
All the early Christian writers recognized where they
stood in relation to the prophecies of Daniel and Revelation.
They recognized this outline of nations (see Daniel 2 and 7):
Babylon, Persia, Grecia, Rome, then divisions of Rome,
antichrist, second advent of Jesus Christ our Lord, one
thousand year millennium, new earth, and eternity. They
recognized that Rome was the fourth empire and that this
was the place which they filled on the outline. They were
looking for the coming antichrist following Rome's breakup.
The Apolitus wrote: "Already the iron rules; already it
subdues and breaks all in pieces; already we see these
things ourselves." And in the epistle of Barnabus, about 135
A.D., we read this striking statement: "Ten kings shall reign
upon the earth, and after them shall arise a little king, who
shall bring low three of the kings under one ... Ye ought
therefore to understand."
About seventy years before the overthrow of Rome,
Barbaric tribes of Germanic origin began invading Roman
territory. A faithful student of Bible prophecy, Sulipicius
Severus, recognized these invasions as the fulfillment of
Daniel 7:7 and 8, 23 and 24. He wrote in 403 A.D. (70 years
before the complete fulfillment): "The clay is already
intermingling with the iron." (See Daniel 2:40,41) And
Jerome, in 410 A.D. named the ten divisions, seven of which
were historically correct. Rome was finally divided in 476
A.D. when Odoacer, king of the Heruli, deposed Romulus
Augustulus, the boy king, and ten Germanic tribes declared •
their independence in their respected territories within the
old Roman Empire.
Although God had his faithful witnesses, who recognized
and declared the fulfillment of Bible prophecy, there were
others who departed from the faith (1 Timothy 4: 1, Jude 3,
4; II Timothy 4:3, 4; IIThes. 2:2-7) These compromising men
brought in grievous heresies. Originating in the third
century, they spiritualized away the second advent of Jesus
and the resurrection of the dead. This took the eyes of the
church off "that blessed hope," the second coming of Jesus
Christ. (Titus 2: 13) In the fourth century, Usebious
carnalized the kingdom of God, claiming that the Church
was God's kingdom (see John 18:36) and the stone of
Daniel 2. Augustine, in the fifth century, perverted the
millennium, claiming that the thousand year period was to
be a thousand years of peace during which time the church
would rule the nation through the rod of iron.
But despite these departures, God still had his faithful
witnesses who stood for principle, though it cost them their
lives. "And they overcame him by the blood of the lamb, and
by the word of their testimonies; and they loved not their
lives unto the death." (Revelation 12:11) Multitudes of them
died! At the burning stake, by the ravenous beasts, they
were beheaded, tortured. Yet they dared raise their voices
in testimony to the truth.
At the council of Rheims, in 991 A.D. the bishop of
Orleans, a learned man, rose to his feet and cried out •
through that assembly, "What in your eyes, reverend
fathers, is that pontif, seated on a throne, and clad in purple
and gold? ... He is antkhrist sitting in the temple of God and




temple, like a dumb idol, and to ask of him a reply, is to
appeal to a figure of stone." He knew what his fate would be
(Revelation 12: 11) but he stood for truth (see Matthew 5: 10-
12): His remarkable speech continued for four and one half
hours, explaining the prophecies concerning the antichrist
from Daniel, Revelation, John, Peter, and Paul. The bishop
of Orleans, a cardinal of the Roman Catholic Church, is the
first man in history to identify the pope as antichrist from
Bible prophecy.
Following the martyrdom of the bishop of Orleans, Pope
Gregory VII (died 1085) claimed the headship of the nations
as well as of the churches. Under Pope Innocence the III
(died 1216) the papacy rose to the height of her power. He
instigated by council action death for those who refused to
believe the teachings of the Roman Catholic Church. Pope
Bonniface the VIIIth (died 1303) claimed to be God and to
possess all of the powers of God. (See II Thes. 2:4)
Still God had his faithful witnesses shedding abroad their
light from wilderness places (see Revelation 12:6, 13-16).
Among these loyal witnesses were the Waldenses, who hid
quartered in the Piedmont valleys of the Alpine Alps in
central Italy. From their training center at Prei del Tor, they
sent forth missonaries to all parts of the then known world.
Their motto: "Lux lucet in Tenebris"--"Light shines in
darkness." One historian remarks, "We can trace their
principle stations by the light of the burning piles." From at
least the eleventh century this "church in the wilderness"
applied every prophetic term concerning the antichrist of
Daniel, Peter, Paul, John and Revelation to the Roman
Papal system and the bishop at Rome. Other men of God
followed, who, through the study of Bible prophecy,
declared that the pope was antichrist and the papal Catholic
Church Babylon. Here are only a few who preached the
prophecies in this way: In the 12th century, Bernard Cluny
(died 1150), Bernard of Clairvaux (1090-1153), Joachim of
Flores (1130-1202) etc. In the 13th century, Villanova (1235-
1313), Olivi (1248-1298), Ubertino (born 1259), Eberhard II
(1200-1246), etc. In the 14th century William of Occam (died
1439), Dante (1265-1321), Petrarch (1304-1374), John Milicz
(died 1349), Matthias of Janow (died 1394), John Wycliffe
(1324-1384), Walter Brute (died 1414), Sir John Old Castle
(died 1417), etc. In the 15th century, John Purvey (1354-
1428), John Huss (1369-1415), Nicholas Krebs of Cusa
(1400-1506), Savonarola (1452-1498), Christopher Colum-
bus (1451-1506), etc.
In the 16th century Martin Luther led out the Protestant
Reformation against the traditions of Rome. Others
followed, Melanchthon (1497-1560), Andreas Osiander
(1498-1552), Lambert (1487-1530), John Zwingli (died 1531),
Heinrich Bullinger (1504-1575), William Tyndale (1484-
1536), Robert Barnes (died 1540), Nicholas Ridley (1500-
1555), Hugh Latimer (1490-1555), Thomas Cramner (1489-
1556), Thomas Bacon (1511-1567), John Foxe (1516-1587),
John Knox (1550-1617), etc. All of these applied the
prophetic symbols of antichrist to the existant church of the
middle ages and to its Pontiff.
The Council of Trent
The Protestant following became so formidible that the
Pope called the Council of Trent (1540) to deal with the
protestant reformation. The actions adopted have often
been termed the "counter reformation." The fivefold aspect
of this counter reformation may be summarized as follows:
1. Establishment of the order of Jesuits;
2. Tradition declared above the Bible;
3. Establishment of the index of forbidden books;
4. Revival of persecution;
5. Counter systems of prophetic interpretation.
In this lesson we want to emphasize number 5, the false
systems of prophetic interpretations .
The pope declared that unless counter systems of
interpretation could be found for the prophecies of Daniel
and Revelation that all Christendom would be lost to
Protestantism. So he appointed two Jesuit priests,
Francisco Ribera and Louis Alcazar to find counter
interpretations for the prophecies of Daniel and Revelation,
especially concerning the Antichrist, and Babylon of the
second angel's message.
Francisco Rivera (1536-1591) invented what is called
"Futurism". This system incorporates the "gap theory",
pushing the 70th week of Daniel 9:24 just prior to the second
advent and utilizing "secret rapture" during which time the
saints are spirited away. The Antichrist, under this scheme
rules a literal 3 1/2 years at the end of the age. Louis Alcazar
(1554-1613) invented "Predorism". This pushes the
Antichrist prophecies into the dim past. Daniel's "Little
Horn" under this scheme is Antiochus of Epiphanes and
John's "666" (Rev. 13-18) is one of pagan Rome's emperor's.
Both of these clever counter interpretations would nicely
remove the stigma of "Antichrist" from the pope's head.
And how effective this scheme has been. Every protestant
church (except Seventh-day Adventists) have departed
from the prophetic faith of the reformers and adopted one
or the other of these false schemes.
In 1826 S.H. Maitland of the Church of England
(Episcopal) introduced futurism to that denomination and
this scheme was adopted unanimously. In 1829 the
Presbyterians adopted futurism through William Burgh. In
1833 James H. Todd, Episcopalian adopted futurism as the
method of interpretation. J.N. Darby introduced futurism
to the Plymouth Brethren who adopted it. Today most
fundamentalists, in many denominations (Salvation Army,
Church of God, Holiness Groups, Baptists, etc.) teach
futurism. In 1640 Hugo Grotius of the Dutch Reform
Churches began teaching predorism. Then in 1791 Johann
Gottfried Eichhorn, a Luthern, adopted the same scheme.
Other Luthern leaders followed; Ewald, Dewitte, Delitzsh,
Wellhausen, etc. In 1830 Samuel Lee, Episcopalian, began
teaching predorism and Episcopalians found themselves
with conflicting teachings concerning the prophecies. In
1842 Moses Steward, a Baptist, adopted predorism. Then
Samuel Davidson, a Presbyterian, the same year. This lead
to such confusion that finally most protestant denomina-
tions declared Daniel and Revelation "closed books" and
dropped entirely the study of prophecy.
But Seventh-day Adventists have held firmly to the
historical view as taught by the founders of these other
denominations -Luther, Wesley, Tyndale, Wycliff, Zwingley
and others. We have held high the torch of truth which
others have let drop. We clearly sound the call of Revelation
18 "Come out of her (Babylon or religous confusion) my
people" (verse 5). Despite all the counter interpretations
the papacy was still overthrown in 1798 by Berthier,
General of Napoleon, just as the Bible had predicted. One
hundred and fifty men, basing their views on these Bible
prophecies, had predicted just such an overthrow at this
time. Men such as Goodwin, Jereu, Willison, Sir Issac
Newton, Priestly, King, Valpy, and Simpson.
The Bible makes another prediction. "All that dwell upon
the earth shall worship him (the beast) whose names are not
the king shall do according to his will; and he shall exalt
himself, and magnify himself above every God, and shall
speak marvelous things against the God of gods and shall
prosper till the indignation be accomplished: For that that is
determined shall be done. Neither shall he regard the God
of his fathers, nor the desire of women, nor regard any god:
for he shall magnify himself above all. But in his estate shall
he honor the God of forces and a God whom his fathers
knew not shall he honor with gold, and silver, and with
precious stones, and pleasant things. Thus shall he do in the
most strongholds with a strange God, whom he shall
acknowledge and increase with glory: And he shall cause
them to rule over many, and shall divide the land for gain."
(Daniel 11:36-39) During the early history of the Christian
church, doctrine was confused. "And an host was given him
against the daily sacrifice by reason of transgression, and it
cast down the truth to the ground; and it practiced and
prospered." (Daniel 8: 12)
Daniel says further regarding the great city of Rome:
"And the ten horns out of this kingdom are ten kings that
shall arise: and another shall rise after them; and h,e shall be
diverse from the first, and he shall subdue three kings. And
he shall speak great words against the most High, and shall
wear out the saints of the most High, and think to change
times and laws: And they shall be given into his hand until a
time and times and the dividing of time." (Daniel 7:24,25)
The Second Angel's Message is this "Babylon is fallen, is
fallen, that great city, because she made all nations drink of
the wine of the wrath of her fornication." (Revelation 14:8)
Babylon's fall has three aspects. First, a spiritual fall;
second, a moral fall; third, the literal, or physical fall which
takes place at the Second Coming of Jesus Christ. As Jesus
has not come by the time of the First Angel's Message, the
message is that "Babylon is fallen, is fallen." She has already
fallen spiritually and morally and in the future, she will
experience the literal fall that comes at the close of the age
with the return of Jesus Christ in the clouds of glory.
To understand the message of the Second Angel, it is
necessary to review briefly the history of the church from
the time of Christ down to the time that the Second Angel's
Message was to go forward to every nation and kindred and
tongue and people.
History of the Church
The most powerful force in all the world is a prophecy
whose time has come. And in every age, no matter how
dark, God has had His faithful witnesses who have
recognized and declared the fulfillment of Bible prophecy.
These were men of faith, deep students of Bible prophecy,
men who recognized where they stood in God's great
prophetic time table.
Jesus said, concerning the prophecies of Daniel, "Whoso
readeth, let him understand." (Matthew 24:15) God's
people are not to be ignorant concerning the prophecies,
but they are to study them, and "understand" them. Yet, we
are not to dogmatize concerning unfulfilled prophecy, for
Jesus said again, "And now I have told you before it come to
pass, that, when it is come to pass, ye might believe." (John
14:29, see also John 16:4) Here Jesus has given us an
important principle of interpretation: The prophecy is to be
understood when the time for fulfillment has come. And this
principle is demonstrated over and over again in the annals
of sacred history.
In II Thessalonians 2:3-10, Paul gives an exposition of the
prophecies of Daniel 7 and 8 and adds, "Ye know what
withholdeth." Paul was referring to the pagan Roman
Empire, for it was to be among the 10 divisions of this empire
that the antichrist was to rise. And in Revelation 12, 13, 17,
18, we have the complete unfolding of the prophecies of
Daniel. Daniel and Revelation should be studied together.
For through these two prophets, God has outlined the
entire history of nations, races, and peoples to the end of •
time.
All the early Christian writers recognized where they
stood in relation to the prophecies of Daniel and Revelation.
They recognized this outline of nations (see Daniel 2 and 7):
Babylon, Persia, Grecia, Rome, then divisions of Rome,
antichrist, second advent of Jesus Christ our Lord, one
thousand year millennium, new earth, and eternity. They
recognized that Rome was the fourth empire and that this
was the place which they filled on the outline. They were
looking for the coming antichrist following Rome's breakup.
The Apolitus wrote: "Already the iron rules; already it
subdues and breaks all in pieces; already we see these
things ourselves." And in the epistle of Barnabus, about 135
A.D., we read this striking statement: "Ten kings shall reign
upon the earth, and after them shall arise a little king, who
shall bring low three of the kings under one ...Ye ought
therefore to understand."
About seventy years before the overthrow of Rome,
Barbaric tribes of Germanic origin began invading Roman
territory. A faithful student of Bible prophecy, Sulipicius
Severus, recognized these invasions as the fulfillment of
Daniel 7:7 and 8, 23 and 24. He wrote in 403 A.D. (70 years
before the complete fulfillment): "The clay is already
intermingling with the iron." (See Daniel 2:40,41) And
Jerome, in 410 A.D. named the ten divisions, seven of which
were historically correct. Rome was finally divided in 476
A.D. when Odoacer, king of the Heruli, deposed Romulus
Augustulus, the boy king, and ten Germanic tribes declared •
their independence in their respected territories within the
old Roman Empire.
Although God had his faithful witnesses, who recognized
and declared the fulfillment of Bible prophecy, there were
others who departed from the faith (1 Timothy 4: 1, Jude 3,
4; II Timothy 4:3, 4; IIThes. 2:2-7) These compromising men
brought in grievous heresies. Originating in the third
century, they spiritualized away the second advent of Jesus
and the resurrection of the dead. This took the eyes of the
church off "that blessed hope," the second coming of Jesus
Christ. (Titus 2: 13) In the fourth century, Usebious
carnalized the kingdom of God, claiming that the Church
was God's kingdom (see John 18:36) and the stone of
Daniel 2. Augustine, in the fifth century, perverted the
millennium, claiming that the thousand year period was to
be a thousand years of peace during which time the church
would rule the nation through the rod of iron.
But despite these departures, God still ,had his faithful
witnesses who stood for principle, though it cost them their
lives. "And they overcame him by the blood of the lamb, and
by the word of their testimonies; and they loved not their
lives unto the death." (Revelation 12: 11) Multitudes of them
died! At the burning stake, by the ravenous beasts, they
were beheaded, tortured. Yet they dared raise their voices
in testimony to the truth.
At the council of Rheims, in 991 A.D. the bishop of
Orleans, a learned man, rose to his feet and cried out •
through that assembly, "What in your eyes, reverend
fathers, is that pontif, seated on a throne, and clad in purple
and gold? ... He is antkhrist sitting in the temple of God and




temple, like a dumb idol, and to ask of him a reply, is to
appeal to a figure of stone." He knew what his fate would be
(Revelation 12: 11) but he stood for truth (see Matthew 5: 10-
12): His remarkable speech continued for four and one half
hours, explaining the prophecies concerning the antichrist
from Daniel, Revelation, John, Peter, and Paul. The bishop
of Orleans, a cardinal of the Roman Catholic Church, is the
first man in history to identify the pope as antichrist from
Bible prophecy.
Following the martyrdom of the bishop of Orleans, Pope
Gregory VII (died 1085) claimed the headship of the nations
as well as of the churches. Under Pope Innocence the III
(died 1216) the papacy rose to the height of her power. He
instigated by council action death for those who refused to
believe the teachings of the Roman Catholic Church. Pope
Bonniface the VIIIth (died 1303) claimed to be God and to
possess all of the powers of God. (See II Thes. 2:4)
Still God had his faithful witnesses shedding abroad their
light from wilderness places (see Revelation 12:6, 13-16).
Among these loyal witnesses were the Waldenses, who hid
quartered in the Piedmont valleys of the Alpine Alps in
central Italy. From their training center at Prei del Tor, they
sent forth missonaries to all parts of the then known world.
Their motto: "Lux lucet in Tenebris"--"Light shines in
darkness." One historian remarks, "We can trace their
principle stations by the light of the burning piles." From at
least the eleventh century this "church in the wilderness"
applied every prophetic term concerning the antichrist of
Daniel, Peter, Paul, John and Revelation to the Roman
Papal system and the bishop at Rome. Other men of God
followed, who, through the study of Bible prophecy,
declared that the pope was antichrist and the papal Catholic
Church Babylon. Here are only a few who preached the
prophecies in this way: In the 12th century, Bernard Cluny
(died 1150), Bernard of Clairvaux (1090-1153), Joachim of
Flores (1130-1202) etc. In the 13th century, Villanova (1235-
1313), Olivi (1248-1298), Ubertino (born 1259), Eberhard II
(1200-1246), etc. In the 14th century William of Occam (died
1439), Dante (1265-1321), Petrarch (1304-1374), John Milicz
(died 1349), Matthias of Janow (died 1394), John Wycliffe
(1324-1384), Walter Brute (died 1414), Sir John Old Castle
(died 1417), etc. In the 15th century, John Purvey (1354-
1428), John Huss (1369-1415), Nicholas Krebs of Cusa
(1400-1506), Savonarola (1452-1498), Christopher Colum-
bus (1451-1506), etc.
In the 16th century Martin Luther led out the Protestant
Reformation against the traditions of Rome. Others
followed, Melanchthon (1497-1560), Andreas Osiander
(1498-1552), Lambert (1487-1530), John Zwingli (died 1531),
Heinrich Bullinger (1504-1575), William Tyndale (1484-
1536), Robert Barnes (died 1540), Nicholas Ridley (1500-
1555), Hugh Latimer (1490-1555), Thomas Cramner (1489-
1556), Thomas Bacon (1511-1567), John Foxe (1516-1587),
John Knox (1550-1617), etc. All of these applied the
prophetic symbols of antichrist to the existant church of the
middle ages and to its Pontiff.
The Council of Trent
The Protestant following became so formidible that the
Pope called the Council of Trent (1540) to deal with the
protestant reformation. The actions adopted have often
been termed the "counter reformation." The fivefold aspect
of this counter reformation may be summarized as follows:
1. Establishment of the order of Jesuits;
2. Tradition declared above the Bible;
3. Establishment of the index of forbidden books;
4. Revival of persecution;
5. Counter systems of prophetic interpretation.
In this lesson we want to emphasize number 5, the false
systems of prophetic interpretations.
The pope declared that unless counter systems of
interpretation could be found for the prophecies of Daniel
and Revelation that all Christendom would be lost to
Protestantism. So he appointed two Jesuit priests,
Francisco Ribera and Louis Alcazar to find counter
interpretations for the prophecies of Daniel and Revelation,
especially concerning the Antichrist, and Babylon of the
second angel's message.
Francisco Rivera (1536-1591) invented what is called
"Futurism". This system incorporates the "gap theory",
pushing the 70th week of Daniel 9:24 just prior to the second
advent and utilizing "secret rapture" during which time the
saints are spirited away. The Antichrist, under this scheme
rules a literal 3 1/2 years at the end of the age. Louis Alcazar
(1554-1613) invented "Predorism". This pushes the
Antichrist prophecies into the dim past. Daniel's "Little
Horn" under this scheme is Antiochus of Epiphanes and
John's "666" (Rev. 13-18) is one of pagan Rome's emperor's.
Both of these clever counter interpretations would nicely
remove the stigma of "Antichrist" from the pope's head.
And how effective this scheme has been. Every protestant
church (except Seventh-day Adventists) have departed
from the prophetic faith of the reformers and adopted one
or the other of these false schemes.
In 1826 S.H. Maitland of the Church of England
(Episcopal) introduced futurism to that denomination and
this scheme was adopted unanimously. In 1829 the
Presbyterians adopted futurism through William Burgh. In
1833 James H. Todd, Episcopalian adopted futurism as the
method of interpretation. J.N. Darby introduced futurism
to the Plymouth Brethren who adopted it. Today most
fundamentalists, in many denominations (Salvation Army,
Church of God, Holiness Groups, Baptists, etc.) teach
futurism. In 1640 Hugo Grotius of the Dutch Reform
Churches began teaching predorism. Then in 1791 Johann
Gottfried Eichhorn, a Luthern, adopted the same scheme.
Other Luthern leaders followed; Ewald, Dewitte, Delitzsh,
Wellhausen, etc. In 1830 Samuel Lee, Episcopalian, began
teaching predorism and Episcopalians found themselves
with conflicting teachings concerning the prophecies. In
1842 Moses Steward, a Baptist, adopted predorism. Then
Samuel Davidson, a Presbyterian, the same year. This lead
to such confusion that finally most protestant denomina-
tions declared Daniel and Revelation "closed books" and
dropped entirely the study of prophecy.
But Seventh-day Adventists have held firmly to the
historical view as taught by the founders of these other
denominations - Luther, Wesley, Tyndale, Wycliff, Zwingley
and others. We have held high the torch of truth which
others have let drop. We clearly sound the call of Revelation
18 "Come out of her (Babylon or religous confusion) my
people" (verse 5). Despite all the counter interpretations
the papacy was still overthrown in 1798 by Berthier,
General of Napoleon, just as the Bible had predicted. One
hundred and fifty men, basing their views on these Bible
prophecies, had predicted just such an overthrow at this
time. Men such as Goodwin, Jereu, Willison, Sir Issac
Newton, Priestly, King, Valpy, and Simpson.
The Bible makes another prediction. "All that dwell upon
the earth shall worship him (the beast) whose names are not
BABYLON IS FALLEN
written in the book of life of the Lamb slain from the
foundation of the world") (Revelation 13-18). Through the
world council of churches, through the "tongue"
movement, and other means, protestantism will go back to
Rome. They will adopt the worship of the beast's power.
Included in the second angels message is the call of the
angel of Revelation 18 "And I heard another voice from
heaven saying, come out of her, my people, that ye be not
partakers of her sins and that ye receive not of her
plagues." (Revelation 18:4) We have reached an exciting
place in the lessons, where we are going to be looking at the
wine of Babylon, and the third angel's message, which gives
the warning against worshipping the beast, against
worshipping his image, against receiving the mark of his
name, and finally, identifying God's saints, the people of
God who will carry these three messages to the ends of the
earth. (Revelation 14:8-12) Many issues are involved in the •
three angels' messages, and now is the time they are to go to
every nation, kindred, tongue and people. Those who study
and understand them are to be the instruments by which
these messages are to be carried to the ends of the earth.
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"Babylon is Fallen"
What can you do about it?
Which barriers stand in the way of your fully accepting Scripture and it's application to both modern worship and history?
In the spaces below, list five common reasons or barriers preventing modern man from applying Scriptural teachings and
truths to his current life. After each barrier, suggest possible ways for overcoming each one.
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fornication, and the kings of the earth have committed
fornication with her, and the merchants of the earth are
waxed rich through the abundance of her delicacies."
(Revelation 18: 1-3) The judgment of Babylon, "that great
city," is given in Revelation 18:9-19.
The city of Babylon has often been identified with Rome.
In Revelation we have these points of identification: "And
here is the mind which hath wisdom, the seven heads are
seven mountains on which the woman sitteth." "And the
ten horns which thou sawest are ten kings which have
received no kingdom as yet; but receive power as kings one
hour with the beast." "And he saith unto me, the waters
which thou sawest, where the whore sitteth, are peoples,
and multitudes, and nations, and tongues." "And the
woman which thou sawest is that great city, which reigneth
over the kings of the earth." (Revelation 17:9, 12, 15, 18)
These points of identification emerge: (1) The woman
represents a city which is located on seven hills. Rome is the
famous seven-hilled city. (2) The woman is a city which
reigned with the ten divisions of the Roman Empire,
represented by the ten horns. "And the ten horns which
thou sawest are ten kings." (Revelation 17:12) This means
that this was a city state, recognized as a worldwide power
among kings. (3) This city had worldwide power because it
ruled over peoples and multitudes and nations and tongues.
And finally (4) this city reigned over kings of the earth. Rome
is the only city whose ruler crowned the great emperors of
the past, such as Charlamagne, Henry IVth, John IVth of
England, and other monarchs.
The Daughters of Babylon
In Bible prophecy, a woman represents a church, and the
harlot of Revelation 17 is contrasted with the pure woman of
Revelation 12, showing the conflict between fallen
Christianity and that which remains true to its leader, Jesus
Christ. Fallen Christianity is divided into many parts, while
the true followers of Jesus are united together into what
Jesus called "one fold". (John 10:16) Fallen Christianity
"mothered" other religious groups or denominations. "And
upon her forehead was a name written, MYSTERY,
BABYLON, THE GREAT, THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS
AND ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH." (Revelation
17:5) If she was the mother of harlots, then she has
daughters, which are other religious groups which share the
same confusion of Bible doctrine which the mother had.
Daniel, the companion prophetic book of Revelation,
describes this same mysterious power in these words: "And
Thus far in this series of studies we have dwelt on the First
Angel's Message of Revelation 14:6,7. In this lesson we will
move onto the Second Angel. "And there followed another
angel, saying, Babylon is fallen, is fallen, that great city,
because she made all nations drink of the wine of the wrath
of her fornication." (Revelation 14:8) Although this is the
shortest of the Three Angels' Messages, there is much
involved in this verse.
Babylon means confusion and the origin of the word can
be traced back to the Tower of Babel. "Therefore is the
name of it called Babel; because the Lord did there
confound the language of all the earth: and from thence did
the Lord scatter them abroad upon the face of all the earth."
(Genesis 11:9) To the ancients, Babel meant, "gateway to
God." The word el at the end of Babel is the word for God,
such as is found in Emanuel, which is translated "God (el) is
with us." (Matthew 1:23) God changed the meaning of the
word from "gateway to God" to "confusion", by confusing
the language of all the people.
The word is carried on into the New Testament with the
Greek ending, on in the term Babylon. "And there came
one of the seven angels which had the seven vials, and
talked with me, saying unto me, come hither; I will show
unto thee the judgment of the great whore that sitteth upon
many waters: With whom the kings of the earth have
committed fornication, and the inhabitants of the earth
have been made drunk with the wine of her fornication. So
he carried me away in the spirit into the wilderness: And I
saw a woman sit upon a scarlet colored beast, full of names
of blasphemy, having seven heads and ten horns. And the
woman was arrayed in purple and scarlet color, and decked
with gold and precious stones and pearls, having a golden
cup in her hand full of abominations and filthiness of her
fornication: And upon her forehead was a name written,
MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND ABOMINATIONS OF
THE EARTH." (Revelation 17:1-5) The term Babylon
symbolizes the spiritual confusion that is in the world today
and in the religious sense, the term Babylon means
"confusion of doctrine."
"And after these things I saw another angel come down
from heaven, having great power; and the earth was
lightened with his glory. And he cried mightily with a strong
voice, saying, Babylon the great is fallen, is fallen, and is
become the habitation of devils and the hold of every foul
spirit, and a cage of every unclean and hateful bird. For all
nations have drunk of the wine of the wrath of her
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